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Councilman R1~chcoOk moved that the bit ot Crane Company be 
reje.cted and returned unopened for the reas.on that said bid was 
re~eived at 5:25 P.M~. too late to comply with the instructions 
set forth in ~Instruotions to Bidder". Councilman Murray seconded 
the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved all bids be ~eferred to the City 
Council as a whole, the Aoting City Engineer and the Manager of 
the Water Department for;eonsideration and report at the next 
meeti}lg. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was 
carri~d unan~ously. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the members of the City Council 
and other City employees approved by the City Council, be authoriZed 
to at~end the state Conv~ntion of the League of California Cities 
on September 16, 17, 18 and 19, 1940 at san Diego, expenses paid. 
Councilman Murray seoonded the motiOll, whioh was carried by the 
follo,nng roll call vote. AYES: COUNCILMEl't: B·abcook, Hi tcboock, 
Murray and McGuire. NOES: COUNc[LMEN: None. ABSENT: OOUNCILMEN: 
Ponll. 

At 5:30 P.M., upon motion of Councilman Hitohcock, seoonded by 
Councilman Mur~, the meeting adjourned. 

Approved: 
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MlNU$S OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, Calitornia 
Auguat 2$, 1940 

The Ci ty Council of the C·i ty of Torranoe oonvened in a RegulS.r 
Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Wednesday evening, August 28, 1940 at 7:45 P~. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
counci~: Babcock, R1t.ehoook, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. Absent: 
Councilmen~ None. 

COuncilman HitcDcock moved that the mjnutes ot a Regular Meet
ing h~ld August 13, 1940, of an Adjourned Regqlar Meeting held 
August 20. 1940 and ot an Adjourned RegUlarilAeeting held August 26, 
1940 be approved as written. COUDa iIman Murray seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN OOMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the Torrance FaotOry Frolic Co~
m1 totee requesting authorization to erect two band stands, both on 
E1 Prado, one at the intersection of Sartori and the other on the 
vacant lot at the corner of Cravens and El Prado, to be used in 
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connection with the parade to be held on saturday afternoon, sept
ember 28th, 1940. 

Councilman Murray moved tha.t the request of the Torrance J!'actory 
J!'rolio Comm! ttee tor authorization to erect two band stands be grant
ed. Councilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, whioh was carried 
unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from the Torranoe Chamber 01' Commerce 
requesting that suitable arrangements be made tor the transporta
tion of the Torrance Municipal Band to and trom Pomona, scheduled to 
-appear at the Los .Angeles County Fair at 2:00 P.M., Sunday, sept
ember 15, 1940. 

No action. 

A communication was read from R. E. Motti tt and J. L. saunders 
requesting permit to operate a Riding Academy.in the rear of the 
McHenry Pl.ace at 23124 Narbonne, Torranoe, to be known as Torranee
Lomita Stables. 

Councilman Hitchcock lUoved the request be referred to the Police 
Commission for investigation and report at the next regular meeting. 
Counoilman Babcock seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from tInion Oil Company of California 
enc10sing oheck for $57.67 in payment of franChise earnings under 
Los Angeles County Ordinance No. 1010. 

A communiQation was read. from the County of Los Angeles, Road 
Department, infOrming the City of Torrance that its share of 1940-41 
County Budget appropriation for "Aid to Cities· (gasoline tax), 1s 
$9,095.14; unallooated brought fOrw. ard from 1939-40 and/or prior is 
$26,507.24, making a total of $35,602.38, available for allocation 
to the City of Torranoe during the fiscal year 1940-41. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1397 

RESOLUTION OJ!' THE CITY COUNCIL OJ!' TElE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ACCEPTING EASEMENTS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 
FOB. AND RIGHT TO o ONSTRUCT , MAINTAIN AND USE, 
A SANITARY SEWER AND APPURTENANT STRUCTURES ' 
IN AND ACROSS CERTAIN REAL PROPERTIES IN SAID 
CITY OF TOBRANCE. 

Counoilman Hitchoook moved that Resolution No. 1397 be adopte4. 
Councilman BaboQok seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, H1tchccak, 
Murray. Powell and McGuir.e. NOES: CCl'mfCILMlm: None., ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presenteel and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO •. 13~e 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE APPROVING SETTLEMENT COVERING 
LIQ.UIDATION OF INDEBTEDNESS OF 1915 ACT 
DISTRICTS. 

Cq,unoilman Baboock moveel that Resolution No. 1398 be adopted. 
Counoilman Hi tohcock seconded the motion, which was c:arried by the 
t'olloll'ing roll caU vote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, Hi tohCO;ck, 
¥urray:, Powell and McGuire.. NC&S: COUNCn.MEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 
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Acting Engineer Jain raported that the residents of a private 
non-through street located between Emerald and Spencer Streets have 
requested that it be g1 ven a name, partioularly to avo1d mix-ups 
in the delivery of mall, which at p·resent is delivered on either' 
Emerald or Spencer Streets. 

Counoi1man Hitchcock moved that the request for·a street name 
be referred to the City Attorney and Aoting City Engineer for in
vestigation and report at the next meeting. Counoilman Babcook 
seconded the motion, which as carried unanimously. 

~ report was read from City ElectriCian O. D. Butterfield 
describing his attendance at the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the 
Southwestern Section International Association of.Eleotrical In
spectors held August 26, 27 and 28, 1940 at santa Barbara and advis
ing he.lla4 been elected Second Vice-President o-r the southwestern 
Section of . the I.A.R.I. . 

Attorney McCall read a communication from the Southwest District 
Highways AS8ooiation Ul'"gingtnat as many people as possible be present 
ata meeting to be held at Mines Fleld, Thursday evening August 29, 
1940"7 disoussion Highway .Legislation. 

In answer to Attorney John A. Shidler's request. for an opinion 
from the City Attorney on (1) The CiVil Service Commission does not 
have the power to set age l1l1l1ts.for applieants and (2) Ordinanoe 
249 requires that, unle.s the Council ordains otherwise for eoonomy 
reasons, beginning fir~en be classified as hosemen or laddermen, 
and not as engineers, City Attorney McCall stated as :1:'ollows: (1) 
Under Ordi~ance No. 249 the Oivil Se1'"Vice Commission can set age 
limits for applicants (2} The City Council has the authority under 
Ordinanoe No. 249 to designate ,the position of a member of the Fire 
Departmen1(, that.;La ".hether he be o1'assU'ied as a hoseman, ladderman. 
engineer, etc., but the Counc1l1s not requind to 1'111 all positions 
mentioned in said o1'dinance. 

Councilman Powell moved that an appropriation of $165.78, p1us 
sales tax, be made for the purchase of :a 4- x 5- Speed Graphic Camera 
complete with leather oase for the Police Department. Councilman 
Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: .!.YES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitohcock, Murray, Powell 
and McGuire. NCE:S: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that the request or Crill CraWford, 
2107 Lomita Boulevard, Lomita, to operate billiard room at 1650 
Oabril10 Aven~e be granted. Counoilman Murray seoonded the motton, 
whioh was carried by the :e.o~ow1Dg roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babe.oak, Hitehcoc., Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None.. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitobcock moved that Grinnell Company of the Pacific 
be awarded contraot 1'01" Pipe 1'1 tUngs and ile:te1'1als in accordanoe 
with SpeOifioat10ns, Water Department Materials, section 1 only, in 
amount of $552.54, less ~t and all other bids under Specifications, 
Water Department Materials, Seotilon 1 only be rejected. Counailman 
Baboock seconded. the motion, whioh was carrie~ by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock,. Hitcheook, Murray, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES.: COUNCIIMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that all bids in acoordance with 
,Speo1t1oationa, Water Department Kater1al., Seotion .S only, be 
rejecte'. Councilman Powell seconded the moti on, Whioh was o:arried 

. by tlle following roll c:al1 vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hit cheoek , Murray, Powell and MoGulre. , NORS: OOUNCILMEN: ' NQne. 
ABSENT: COlmCI!.MEN: None. ' > 



Councilman Hi tcheock moved that Clayton Manufacturing Company 
be awar<Led contract for Pressure Regula ting Va1.ves in accordanoe 
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wi th Specifioations, Water Department Materials, Section :3 only, in 
amount of te03.40, less ~, and all other bids under Specifications, 
water Department Materials, Seotion :3 only be rejected. Councilman 
Babcock seconded the motion, which was carrled by the following roll 
call vote) AYES: aOUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitohecck, Murray, Powell 
and MCGuire. :NOllS: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock "moved that R. W. Sparling be awarded 
contraot for 1 - 16" Main L1ne Meter eomplete in acoordance with 
Speoifications, Water Department Materials, Sectiolll: 4 only, in 
amountot' $653.20, le8sl%, and all othor bids under Specifications, 
Water :6epa:'tment Materials, Section 4 only, be rejected. Council
man Babcock .second.ad the motiLon, which was o:arried by the following 
roll call vote : AYES: COUNCII.MEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. ABSENT: COUNCIL
tdEN: None. 

Councilman Bebcock.sked Acting Engineer Jain if he had heard 
tram the State Department or Housing and Immigration with reference 
to a State ruling on trailer CSltps. Engineer Jain replied 1n the 
negative. 

Counc1lman Babcock asked Attorney McCall for his oplnion on 
(1) a plan for removing hazardous open sump holes and (2) building 
regulations of five :reet fences beyond the building set baak line 
on property llne. 

Attorney McCall discussed at length the provisions of the laws 
of the State of Cal1:rorn18 on the abandonment of 011 wells, one of 
the requireme.ntB being Uh. 'peet1ng of .a $~OOO.OO bond guaranteeing 
completlon or proper abandonment of 011 wella. He stated that most 
oltles have an ordinanoe which is more oomplete than the state law 
and offered to draw up one for the city which would adequately cover 
the aDandonment of 011 wells. 

. With refe~ence to building regulat10ns o~ five teet fences 
beyond, the building set backl1ne on property line, Attorney McCall 
stated tllere h nothlngln the general law On this subject and that 
mO/ilt cl~ies desiring such building regulatlon must cover it 'IDy 
ordinance.. . 

A1'ter considerable discussion on the subject ot sump holes, 
Councilman Babcock moved .that the, Oity Olerk be authorized to con
taot the NarDonne Ranch water Co. 12 and :3 requestlng information 
on the. oOnd1tion or oil wells in their districts, and the City 
Attorney be autho~1zed to serve a demand on the owners and surety 
companies to abandon hazardous .oil walls. Oouncilman Powell 
seconded the motion. which was carrled by the followlng roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNOILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcook, MurraYr Powell and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNC[LMEN: None. 

Councilman HitohcoQkmoved that the Flre Chief, together with 
the Pollce Chief', De authorized to investigate all hazardous open 
sump holes and (londl tion of derricks and to contaot the owners to 
determlnewhat steps they propose to take to eliminate such hazard:;;, 
and report thelr findlngs at the next Oouncll Meetlng. Councllman 
Baboock seoonded the motion, whlch was car.rledby the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN:. Baboock, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMBN: None. 

Actlng Enslneer Jain reported that in a reoent conversation 
wlthMr. J. F. Johnson, Area Enginear tor the W.P.A. Vista Highlands 
Project, he was informed that the Gove1'nmont has ruled Federal Funds 
could not be used in areas which show definite real estate sub
division or laok of ind1v1dual home ownerships, and as a result of 
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this ruling it was proposed to abandon certain sewer installations. 
This ruling Wa.s 'Vigorously )rotestedby the City Council, Engineer 
Jain and the dha.Jjlb~ ot Comr1l.erce, wl1ereupon Mr. .Tohnson asked that 
maps be submitted showing the individual ownerships of property 
a1'feeted by the sewer line route, and if the city could prove said 
ownerships, he would approve the installation of sewer lines on Date, 
Elm, Fern and. Greenwood streets south of carson as well as Hickory 
and Greenwood north of Sonoma. Mr. Johnson added, however, that 
sewer lines could not be laid in the C.C.M.O. tn.ct area to Crenshaw 
south of Carson as this property is used mostly by oil companies, but 
if at a later date the C.C.M.O. tract were subdivided and used for 
housing purposes, the sewer lines eould be installed, provided the 
contract on the Vista Highlands project had not expired. 

Mayor McGuire advi8edthat an engineer was working on plans for 
the Torrance Boulevard improvement and there would be something 
definite to submit to the Council and Planning Commission within a 
short t1me. 

Mayor McGuire said Mr. Johnson had infoI'llled him that the W.P.A. 
was also in the paving business and would be glad to partiCipate in 
the paving bids for Torrance Boulevard and Cabrillo Boulevard and 
they would guarantee the job to be just In good as the County or any 
private company could produoe .. 

Attorney Mccall reported that the attorney 1'01' the Paci1'ic 
ElectriC Railway Company i8 now on vacation.but that on his return 
mud contact him and then inform the council on the Cabrillo Avenue 
oompla1nt. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Stanger, Manager of the Water Department, requested that 
authorization be granted. for the purchase of valves on the open 
markat, for which bids, in accordance with Specifications, Water 
Department Materials, Section a only, were rejected ... 

Councilman H1tchcock moved that the City Clerk be authorized 
to purchase valves on the open market for the water Department, in 
accordance With Speoif'ications, Water Department Materials, Section 
2 only, for which bids were rejected on August 26, 1940. 

aounoqrnan Powell inquired as to the purchase price. Mr. 
Stanger informed him it would be approximately $995.00. Councilman 
Powell then asked Attorney Mc.Call as to the legal1 ty of such pro
cedure. He was advised ltwas in order. 

COunCilman Babcock seconded CO\Ulc1lman Hi tehcoe:k's motion, 
which was carriad by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Hi tohcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOKS: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mr. L. Prloa, 1919 andrea, complained about the deplorable 
coniition of the alleys, part~oular reference being made-to the 
alleys on Andreo south of Carson and on 218th street between 
Andreo and Gramercy, and asked that something be done to remedy 
this condition. 

Manuel Alvarez asked the City Council for permission to use the 
Civic Auditorium for a benefit dance for the purpose of raising funds 
:f"or the Torrance Bears. He also asked that the leveling of the Base
ball Field in Pueblo be completed. 

Councilman Murray inf~rm8d Manuel Alvarez that the City Council 
could not grant him permission to use the Clvic Auditorium for a 
benefit dance, but to see him after the meeting With reference to 
the baseball ~~eld in Pueblo. 



Councilman Hitchcock move4 all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Baboook seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
rollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hitchoock, 
Murray, Powell au McGuire. NOES: o OUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
OOUNOILMEN: None. 

At 8:35 P.~, upon motion of Counoilman Hitohcock, seconded by 
Oouncilman Babcock, the meeting adjourned to September 3, 1940 at 
5:00 P.M. 

Approved: 

~.};?JJ~ 
Mayorothe 01 ty of~rr8iie 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

0-1ty Clerorth~ce 

Torrance, Ca11fornia 
september 3, 1940 

The City Oouncil of the City of Torranoe Qonvened in an Ad
journed Regular Meeting in the Council Ohamber, City Hall, Torranoe, 
Oalifornia, Tuesday, September 3, Ul40 at 5:00 P.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Olerk Bartlett called the roll, those. answering present being 
Oounoilmen: Baboock, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. Absent: Oouncil
men: Hitchoook~ 

Councilman Babcock moved that a reoess be declared until 5:15 
P.M. to await arrival of Councilman Hitohoook. Councilman Murray 
seoonded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchoook arrived at ':~9 P.M. The meeting reoon
vened at 5:15 P.M •. 

. 
Being an adjourned meeting, the regular order of business was 

.dispensed with. 

A oommunication was read from the Assooiated Assessment Engineers, 
requesting. that a cOmmittee be apPOinted with whom AsSOCiated Assess
ment Engineers could meet trom time to time tor disoussion of problems 
as they arise. 

A lengthy discussion ensued at this time, the question arising 
•• to whether or not. the City Should pay the Associated Assessment 
Engineers for collections made by them on unmatured UI15 Bond Improva
ment assessments, an agreement having been entered into to pay said 
Assooiated AsseSSIllent Engineers an amount equal to 20% of all assess
ments oollected. It was agreed that the Company should be paid for 
amounts collected on delinquent assessments, but no sat1st'actory con
clUSion was tormed as to the status of the unmatured items. 

Clerk Bartlett stated that request for payment of the 20% for all 
assessments collected had been made by the Associated Assessment 
Engineers, but that he had withheld payment pending a deCision on the 
point in question. 
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